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Background

• Applied Population Lab
– U.S. Census Bureau State Data Center 

Coordinating Agency
– Applied Demographics 
– Geospatial Analysis in support of Social 

Science
– GIS and Cartography



What is GetFacts?

• Internet Mapping Service providing 
Census Geography and Data both online 
and to your desktop
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GetFacts Features – TIGER 
Download



Where is GetFacts Data coming 
from?

• U.S. Census Bureau
– 2000 Census SF1
– 2000 Census SF3

• WI Department of Administration 
Demographic Services
– Population Projections
– Population Estimates



Where is GetFacts Data coming 
from?

• Custom Calculations from Census Data
– % White, Hispanic, Black, Asian, Other
– % Single Family Mothers
– % and number of People who speak: English, Spanish, 

Asian, Other
– % of Peoples with various Educational Attainment 

(High School, Bachelors, Graduate, etc)
– Child Poverty Rate



Future Steps with GetFacts

• Additional Census Variables
– By request

• WMS and OGC
• Archiving Data for Time-Series Analysis



GetFacts Demo

• http://www.getfacts.wisc.edu



So…What makes GetFacts so 
great?

• Online Mapping Capabilities
• Extraction of both TIGER geography AND 

Census Variables in one shapefile!
• Custom Calculations remove the burden 

from the user



Questions?

Bill Buckingham email: wrbuckin@wisc.edu
Jim Beaudoin (GetFacts Developer) email: 

jmbeaudoin@wisc.edu


