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Our Approach

2005
• Participation in UW-Extension’s 

Local Government Center 
WisLine Series.
• Held “Computer Tools for 

Comprehensive Planning”
session.

• Planned “Internet Tools for 
Natural Resources: Local 
Government Webcast Series.”



Local Government Webcast
Series

2006
• Internet Tools for Finding Natural Resources 

Data and Soils Information (Jan)
• Internet Mapping Tools for Water Resources 

(Feb)
• Internet Mapping Tools for Land and Biological 

Resources (March)
• Internet Modeling Tools for Predicting Impacts 

of Land Use Change on Runoff (April)



Webcasts

• Webcasting feature
overview

• Internet tools 
program overview

• Tool demonstration
• Questions



Webcasting

• Capture and record audio, video, and data in 
one streamed media presentation

• Can be live or recorded and archived

• Interactive

• Cost-effective



Webcasting

Asking a question
• 1 question at a time
• Can answer privately
• Can answer publicly



Webcasting

Communicate 
with us



Promotion

• Wisconsin Towns Association 
(WTA) annual conference

• UW-Extension’s 
Environmental Resource 
Center (ERC)

• WDNR website



Registration

• Online

• Two options to view webcast
At county extension office
On own computer

• All but one UW-Extension county office 
agreed to participate



Webcast Materials



Featured GIS/IMS Tools
• WiscLINC (US)

• Web Soil Survey (US)

• WDNR Surface Water Data Viewer (WI)

• WDNR Web View (WI)

• Natural Heritage Inventory Database 
(WI)

• Comprehensive Planning Web Mapping 
(WI)

• Long-term Hydrologic Impact 
Assessment (US)

• Digital Watershed (US)
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Webcast Survey

• Evaluate effectiveness 
of webcast

• Six months after first 
webcast

• Email-based
• Met with social 

scientist

13 questions



Webcast Survey

•Surveyed only one of the tools 
demonstrated at each webcast

•Sent equal number of surveys for each 
session



Webcast Survey

Administered to all participants 
registered for one or more sessions.

Questions:
•Assess interest in using
•Assess understanding of application
•Assess prepared materials



Webcast Survey

Administered to all participants registered for 
one or more sessions.

Questions:
•Assess current use
•Assess ability to teach others to use
•Assess likeliness of future use
•Assess preference in training method
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Evaluation Results

Return Rate

• 40 out of 64 returned the survey
• 12 did not attend the webcasts

• Earlier webcasts received
a higher rate of return

63%



Webcast Evaluations

93% of webcast participants stated:

“After the webcast I was somewhat or very 
interested in trying the tool.”



Webcast Evaluations

78% of workshop participants stated:

“I have a good or very good understanding of 
how the tools can be applied to my work.”



Webcast Evaluations

67% of workshop participants 
stated:

“I am somewhat or very 
confident in showing others 
how to use the tool.”

96% of workshop participants stated:

“I am somewhat or very confident in using the          
tool on my own.”



Webcast Evaluations

Since the webcast:

82% visited the tool within 1 week after the 
webcast.

42% bookmarked the tool’s website.



Webcast Evaluations

Since the webcast:

54% have used the tool for work two or more 
times.

75% stated “It is somewhat or very likely I will 
use the tool in my future work.”



Webcast Evaluations

Preference in training method:

44% would rather participate in a webcast.

30% would rather participate in a workshop.

11% didn’t have a preference between the two.

15% were not sure what they preferred.



Webcast Evaluations

Reasons for preferring workshops

• Workshops would give a greater chance at 
interaction on what I need.

• If nether distance nor computer access were 
an issue, I would prefer workshops.



Webcast Evaluations

Reasons for preferring webcasts

• Travel funds are very limited.
• It’s just too difficult to get to an in-person 

workshop.
• Webcasts work fine, especially if there are 

others receiving it at the same site so that 
there is some in-person discussion.



Webcast Evaluations

Reasons for preferring webcasts

• More staff can receive the training.
• Webcasts are more convenient, unless the 

workshop was onsite.
• Webcasts are more time and cost effective.
• Webcasts save time and are effective.
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Conclusions

• There is significant interest in Internet GIS
applications in the work of local government 
decision makers.

• Webcasting is an effective way to demonstrate 
Internet GIS applications.

• There is application of Internet GIS resources in 
the work of local government decision makers.



Conclusions

• Local government decision 
makers prefer webcasting
over workshops for 
introducing Internet GIS
applications.

• Participants find it helpful to 
have an instruction sheet for 
future reference.



For More Information

For more information on webcasting with UW-
Extension go to:

http://www.uwex.edu/ics/webcast/about.htm
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Thank you!

Questions?

Daniel.Bellrichard@dnr.state.wi.us
608-261-6416

mailto:Daniel.Bellrichard@dnr.state.wi.us
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